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While a vast majority of Iranians despise Iran's hardliners and wish
for their downfall, they also support Iran's nuclear program because,
aside from being economically justified, it has become a cause for
national pride of an old nation with a glorious history...

In addition, short of outsiders installing a puppet regime in Tehran,
no Iranian government, regardless of its ideology or democratic
credentials, would dare to stop Iran's nuclear energy program.!
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The Russian proposal for enriching uranium for Iran in Russia is
also not acceptable, since it implies that Iran give up its rights under

the NPT 2
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Taking Iran's case to the U.N. Security Council and imposing sanc-
tions on Iran will prompt the hardliners to leave the Treaty on the

Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)and its “additional
protocol.”Ts the world ready to live with such terrifying prospects?'
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Some of the $75 million has been devoted to the U.S.-funded Radio
Farda, Voice of America and Radio Free Europe, as well as to VOA
satellite TV, which are beaming Persian programs into Iran. Other por-
tions have been given secretly to exiled Iranian groups, political figures
and nongovernmental organizations to establish contacts with Iranian
opposition groups.
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The Bush administration should put an end to its misguided policy
and immediately declare which organizations and public figures
have received funds from the $75 million. This will make it clear

that the scholars, journalists and other figures who travel to Iran
have nothing to do with Bush's policy on Iran .2
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